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Dear Mr. Carney: 

This letter is the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority's ("WMATA") 
response to BOP Bethesda Metro Center LLC's ("Brookfield") Sketch Plan 
Application for additional development at 3 Bethesda Metro Center, in Bethesda, 
Maryland, which parcel(s) of land WMATA owns. Since Montgomery County's 
Sketch Plan Application requires evidence of Brookfield's authority to file on behalf 
of the land owner, please allow this letter to serve such as confirmation, subject to 
the terms of this letter. 

This letter approves the concepts illustrated in the Sketch Plan Application 
package for "4 Bethesda Metro" (attached), recognizing that plans for the site will 
be refined and modified through Montgomery County's site planning process. 
Specifically, we believe this concept plan achieves multiple WMATA transit
oriented development goals, such as: increases development density around a 
Metro station, which supports transit ridership; implements station improvements 
that support pedestrian, bicycle, bus, ADA and automobile access; generates 
additional revenue for WMATA; and improves way-finding and place-making. 

While this letter supports the concept plan provided in the Sketch Plan Application, 
the submission of future site plan applications and the advancement of plans to 
change or reconfigure WMATA transit facilities will be subject to WMATA's review 
and approval, to be defined in an amendment to the ground lease dated December 
1 , 1981, by and between WMATA and Brookfield. 
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Based on the concept plans in the Sketch Plan Application, WMATA has the 
following comments and conditions, which will need to be satisfied prior to 
receiving WMATA approval to redevelop: 

• WMATA's design and construction standards which apply to this project's 
private improvements (as well as WMATA facilities), include but are not 
limited to: the Adjacent Construction Project Manual, Station Area Planning 
Guide, Manual of Design Criteria, ADA Accessibility Checklist and Manual 
of Graphic Standards. 

• In depth review of structural support will be needed as the project advances; 
the information contained in the Sketch Plan Application does not provide 
enough detail to properly assess the structural impact of this development 
to WMATA facilities. Any new structural loading from the proposed building 
to WMATA structure will not be acceptable, without modifications. The 
existing building foundation and the proposed new building foundation are 
located within the WMATA Zone of Influence, and as such requires the 
project to comply with the Adjacent Construction Project Manual. Clearance 
adequacy between columns/shear walls and the edge of bus bays must be 
confirmed for pedestrian circulation and potential vehicle impact protection. 

• WMATA supports the inclusion of improvements to the bus bays and Kiss 
& Ride areas, but additional review and coordination will be necessary. 

• WMATA supports Brookfield's proposal to focus public benefits offered in 
connection with the Sketch Plan Application on improvements to the bus 
bay area (including the Kiss & Ride) to provide more attractive transit 
facilities, better wayfinding and safer access for vehicles, pedestrians and 
bicycles within these areas. Since such improvements are not included in 
WMATA's capital plans, Brookfield has agreed to fund them. 

• Additional coordination will be needed as specific plans are developed to 
ensure appropriate pedestrian access, ADA compliance, bus circulation 
and bus bay capacity. Detailed plans, construction agreements and 
maintenance of traffic plans must be developed, given the ongoing 
operational needs of WMAT A. 

• Brookfield should consider working with WMATA's Art in Transit program to 
add an art installation(s) at the Metro station entrance. 

• WMATA supports improvements to vertical circulation from the Wisconsin 
Avenue "public plaza" to the Metro station/bus bay area, but further 
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coordination will be needed. In particular, WMATA is evaluating whether 
the current escalators should be replaced with stairs. If WMATA opts to 
maintain escalators at this location, Brookfield should consider. a 
rectangular-shaped opening and WMATA standard parapet wall, as well as 
incorporate WMAT A's standard canopy to cover the escalators. WMATA 
also encourages the developer to consider direct access from the new 
building to the bus bay area. 

• In general, given the integrated nature of the privately-owned buildings 
and WMATA's transit facilities at 3 Bethesda Metro Center, close 
coordination is required throughout the Sketch Plan Application process. 
A condition of WMATA's approval is that Brookfield notify WMATA of 
meetings held with Montgomery County planning staff or interagency 
review meetings, and provide any written agency comments or reports, in 
connection with this application. 

• Brookfield should refer to the open comments in the comment matrix 
previously provided by WMAT A staff. 

Thank you for your efforts to advancing high-density, mixed-use development at 
Bethesda Metro Station. This project has the potential to increase transit ridership 
and improve the transit customer experience, which we fully support. We look 
forward to continuing to work with you on your plans. Please feel free to contact 
Andrew J. Scott, Senior Real Estate Advisor at (202) 962-1504 and 
aiscott@wmata.com. 

Nina Albert, Managing Directo~ 
Office of Real Estate and Parking 


